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Perennial Plant Ildentification
Hor 3510/ —2 credit hours -

B No pre-requisite required, 2 lectures and 1
lalb/week. Eightiweek (hali semester) class
IN Spring| semester. In concert with iHor 3500
(Annuals, fall' semester)

u Very popularamoeng students inHorticuliure
and Landscape Architecture. Fills rapidly.

B Limited to approximately 30 students; each
|alo; breken Inte; 2 sessions.




Objectives ot Perennial Plant
Identrfication — Hort 3510/

LLearn tor identity: plants but also:

B Understand the groewing habit, eg. telerance
16/ sun and shade, drought telerance, nativity.

B Recognize familial relationships, eg.
Boraginaceae; Lamiaceae, Asieraceae




Plant Ildentiiication: I'st IDiftiacuilt

B [his s often the first time students are
ExpPosedl to herbaceous plants

H [[his may be the first time students; are
exposed to familial relationships

B Fhe numier of taxa canibecome daunting in
suUchia short perod of time - ~20 taxa per lan
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Plant ldentitication Becomes Easier’ [

B Plants can be studied up cloese”, tobe able
to touch, smell and feel them.

B Plants can be seen inia realistic setting,
rather than onislides orina greennouse

H Planis can be seen inia realistic setting more
than ence — “The Bule ofi 7




I A° Nutshell, Plant Identification
Becomes [Hasier [

N students can study.
the real thingj, 1e
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LIVE PLANT MATERIAL
GROWINGIIN THE
GROUND!
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It Is Hard Tl Eind ILive Materials Eor
Class Study

B Campus: May not exactly be a Garden of
Eden. Herbaceous) plants are Used mueh
less arounadlcampus due tor higher
maintenance. And not everyone has a
Botanical Garden next door.

B Greenhouse: Impossible o groew, maintain
and flower a diverse collection.

B Siudy Garden: Building a study gardeni is an
ENOrMoUS amount: of Work.




Perennial Plant ldentification
Hor 3510

N The Horticulture — —== oy somime s
Trial Gardens ... oo il
are Usgd jor ;}“"" “ -
teaching, but not = . g
enough material
IS avalilanle: for
the entire

semester,




Wihere Can ILive Materials Be Found?

m | not the campus,
the botanical
garden, a study
garden, nor'the
greenhouse, then
Where?




Wihere Can ILive Materials Be Found?

B Use natural
resources in the
community: Use
Gardeners!

- they are
evernywnere, full of
enthusiasmi and they

love toi talk apout

plants; -




Perenmial Plant ldentriication
Hor 3510

H A plant ID guiz every twoe Weeks based on
iwe gardens. Students must get back to
gardens. Specimens brought to lecture
class.

B [[heretfore, good! gardeners must e selected.




Selecting Gandeners For The Class

B \ost are flattered to be asked, but are also
often Intimidated.

B Need gardens with' a diversity: ol plants
(perennials).

B Need to be relatively close (within 15 mins; by,
car).




Selecting Gandeners For The Class

u It helps to be a gardener yoursell, analuse
your own garden. Other gardeners: are then
more willing to' help:

m Vust be able to visitigarden 2 days
pelorenand to select plants; te be: stuadied, we
theni place them on Web Cli




Benciits, O Involving Gardeners
-dimect -

B Seecing plant material in situ; greenhoeuse or
Screen does not come close o) that reality.

B Seeing the same plant material in different
settings during the entire course semester.

B Siudents don't get boered, as there is a new
venue every week.




Benciits, O Involving Gardeners
- ndirect -

B Students become invelved: in the community.
and vice versa. Very imp. in a college town.

B Students see the enthusiasm of the
gardeners;, Itiis catching!:

B Equally impertant, IFdon‘t get bered, and am
a far better teacher because of It.




Potcniial Problems ol [nvelving
(Gardeners, - for students) -

B lime: Students must go back togardens 1o
study, this takes time. IHowever, they have to
study somewhere. | have never had
complaints anout this.

u liravel: Students need a vehicle or car' pool. |
offer'a van for those who need it, Ifhave used
it twice in the 15 years | have taught the
course. Kids have cars or friends withcars!




Potcniial Problems ol [nvelving
(Gardeners - fiom gArdenens -
B S0 many students will'hurt garden: Never

happened, walkways: are used, and When
they return, they respect the garaen.

B Gardeners don’t want students in the garden
at certain times:: Students, are given emalil
and phoene NUMBErS, NEVEN DEEN a SEroUS
proklem.




A Eew: Examples ol Gardenst We Use

m Over the years | have taken students to
approximately 10 private gardens in Athens.

B Alllgardeners, have told students to return for
studying,, previding phone anadlemail
Infermation.

B Alllgardeners have asked Us pack.




Gardens Used m Class

I [Cambenrt’s Garden
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Gardens Used i Class

I [Cambenrt’s Garden

R SRR !

- - W e . el e g

b en D .%&a‘ﬂ
o

A - 7 -
e A




Gardens Used i Class
2. Gibberson’s Garden




Gardens Used i Class
2. Gibberson’s Garden




Gardens Used m Class

3. Ammitage’ s Garden
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Gardens Used m Class

3. Ammitage’ s Garden
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Perennial Plant ldentification
The Fmal EX m

B [he finallexam
consists of all plants
and is conducted ini*
one of the gardens

back to all gardens
1o study.




The Emall Exam




The Emall Exam




Docs [nvoelving the Commumnity: Make '
This A Better Course?

|| do not know:

B i grades would be different witheut the
gardens. Likely the good studentsiwould still
excel, the poor enes would stilifstruggle.

B i more or fewer students would take the
course without the gardens.




Docs [nvoelving the Commumnity: Make '

T'his A Better Course:?”

| do know:

H that the community’ anadithe students; are
enriched. Each appreciates, the other more
than before.

N that the enthusiasmi from gardeners rubs; o,
and stays with' many: students for their lives.

B my course evaluations: are always excellent,
which IFeredit largely te the garden
EXPEerience.




Ihe End = Questionsy?




